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Rio+20: CEO poll results

Both CEOs andIn the weeks running
up to the Rio+20 Both CEOs and

citizens call for
decisions to be
made at Rio+20

up to the Rio+20
conference, 141 CEOs
from 29 countries and
687 citizens from 83
countries responded to
PwC’s call to have
their say on the issues
being discussed by
world leaders at Rio.
What do they think are
the current and future made at Rio+20

Our poll highlights the opportunity for decision-makers and
governments to make a difference to sustainable development as
business leaders pledge they will take action if progress is made at
Rio+20

the current and future
issues and how much
progress do they think
will be achieved at the
conference?



Sustainable development issues Effective mechanisms for change

Criteria that we asked CEOs and citizens to provide their thoughts
on

• Affordable energy

• Biodiversity

• Climate change

• Equality and social inclusion

• Food security

• Resource scarcity and sustainable
consumption

• Water scarcity

• Funding by multi-lateral agencies

• Global treaties and regulation

• Global goals and targets

• Goals/targets at national/regional level

• Knowledge sharing and collaboration

• National fiscal measures (e.g. taxation)

• Private sector investment

• Private sector pledges

• Regulations at national/regional level

Who are the influencers?

• The media

• Business leaders and organisations

• NGOs

• Public

• Regulations at national/regional level



CEOs Citizens

What are the important/unimportant issues – now and in 2022

Affordable energy seen as the greatest
concern

Affordable energy is the most important issue for CEOs
in both 2012 and 2022. Almost 90% of CEOs cited it as
important or very important now and in 2022. The level
of concern intensifies, with those rating it very
important rising from 39% in 2012 to 60% in 2022.

Sustainable consumption and resource scarcity, as well
as equality and social inclusion, are the other leading
issues both now and in 2022. Over 80% of CEOs noted
it as important.

Resource scarcity and sustainable
consumption top citizens list

The biggest issue for citizens - now and in 2022 - is resource
scarcity and sustainable consumption. 51% of respondents
see it as very important in 2012, rising to 69% in 2022.

Citizens have greater levels of concern for all of the global
threats and challenges. On average, 88% of citizens felt that
the global threats and challenges identified in the survey
were important in 2012. 44% see them as very importantit as important.

Water scarcity is seen as an increasing threat over the
next ten years, with around a third of CEOs in 2012 and
over three quarters in 2022 rating it as an important
business issue.

were important in 2012. 44% see them as very important
compared to 59% by 2022.

Citizens are much more concerned about biodiversity loss
than CEOs; 43% see it as very important compared to 12%
of CEOs in 2012. It grows in importance for citizens over the
decade too with 59% citing it as very important by 2022.



CEOs Citizens

Who has the most influence on the outcomes of Rio+20

CEOs think the media will have the
greatest influence

87% of CEOs believe that media wil have some or
significant influence on the outcome of Rio+20; 50%
cite some influence and 37% suggest significant
influence.

Just short of this, 86% of business leaders believe they
have some or significant influence over the outcome;
55% say some influence while 31% suggest significant
influence.

Citizens think business leaders have most
significant influence
93% of citizens polled felt that business leaders will
have an influence on the outcome at Rio+20; 48% think
they have significant influence with a further 45%
suggesting some influence.

In comparison, citizens believe the media has a little
less influence that CEOs – 55% say the media will have
some influence and 29 suggest significant influence.

In contrast to the perceived influence of business leaders and media, only 16% of both CEOs and citizens felt
that NGOs would have a significant influence at the conference.

This is a wake-up call for the NGO community.



CEOs Citizens

What are the expectations of Rio and where is the real progress
going to be achieved..

Despite being ready to tackle sustainability issues
themselves, CEOs are sceptical about what progress will
be made at the conference. Just half of those polled
expect to see any progress across the issues being
discussed, leaving the other half expecting little to none.

CEOs have greater confidence in a bottom up approach.

Citizens are pessimistic about progress being made on
the issues at Rio – even more than CEOs. On average,
12% of citizens think there will be no progress made at
all compared to 5% of CEOs. Around 40% of both CEOs
and citizens think little progress will be made.

Like CEOs, citizens also have more confidence in a

Both CEOs and citizens have low expectations for change at Rio and have greater
confidence in local/national measures

CEOs have greater confidence in a bottom up approach.
Over 90% of CEOs signalled that regional or national
regulation and fiscal measures, along with private sector
investment, are the most effective mechanisms for
driving change.

Like CEOs, citizens also have more confidence in a
bottom up approach to driving change rather than top-
down regulation. 80% suggested private investment and
national fiscal or regulatory measures are the most
effective mechanisms for change.



CEOs Citizens

How are CEOs and citizens working for a sustainable future

CEOs are prepared to make ambitious
pledges for change

71% of CEOs polled said they would be prepared to take
more ambitious action on global threats and challenges
if significant progress is made at Rio+20.

In comparison, just under half have made pledges so
far.

Citizens also prepared to increase their
pledges for change*

86 % of citizens who answered the poll said that they
are already making pledges in line with the global
threats and challenges being debated at Rio+20.

A further 80% said that they would make additional
changes if progress is made at the Rio+20 summit.

* The respondents to the survey are likely to be pre-disposed to the
sustainable agenda so this figure may not be reflective of society as a
whole
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